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JUMLAH KES POSITIF COVID-19 MENGIKUT NEGERI
(Setakat 12 tengah hari 7 April)

» Selangor 1,020 kes » Kedah 90 kes
» Kuala Lumpur  671kes » Perlis 17kes
» Putrajaya 43 kes » Kelantan 147 kes
» Negeri Sembilan 261 kes » Terengganu 90 kes
» Melaka 103 kes » Pahang 166 kes
» Johor 478 kes » Labuan 13 kes
» Perak 233 kes » Sabah 24 kes
» Pulau Pinang 102 kes » Sarawak 288 kes
Kota Bharu:
JUMLAH KES DI NEGERI MENGIKUT ZON ¥
(Setakat 12 tengah hari 6 April) » Bachok:
] » Gua Musang:
PULAU PINANG — Peris : i » Tanah Merah;
» ) T » Kuala Krai. Nkes
d ?_’:x;ah'?g Perai e KEDAH » Pasir Mas: 10 kes SABAH
s+ TiraF Lt 27 kes » Kota Setar: 24 kes »Padang Terap:  1kes » Pasir Puteh: Bkes )
» Seberang Perai » Kuala Muda: 33kes » Pendang: Skes » Tumpat: 12kes B > Tawaus 67
Selatarn: 10 kes » Bandar Baharu:  1kes » Jeli 2kes : .
» Barat Daya: 10 kes » Baling: Tkes » Sik: Tkes I whotaKimban: 54
» Seberang Perai »Kubang Pasu:  8kes l | i »Machang pLahiad Dahe S0
Utara: 17 kes @ Kulirme 9 kes o Yan 3
» Langkawi; TERENGGANU » B_aaufort. 9 kes
» Kinabatangan: 17 kes
" I » Besut: 29 kes » Kota Belud: 5 kes
PERAK » Dungun 27 kes » Kunak: 8 kes
5 . 1 Papar: 3 kes
I » Hilir Perak 65 kes » Kemamarn: 4 kes : Pu{:;an: 7 kes
» Kinta: 87 kes » Kuala Terengganu: 17 kes » Sandakan: 10 kes
- » Marang: 2kes » Sem m&. 2kes
» Perak Tengah: 9 kes l » Kuala Merus: 4 kes 5 Sip'rtap:g: 4 kes
» Igal:( Matang, i » Setiu: 7 kes » Ranau: 2 kes
elama; as :
» Manjung: 16 kes ¥ Tuar_an: T
» Kuala Kangsar. 2 kes PAHANG g :fe n|zgau. I: ::
: » Tambunar: 1 kes
» :u"." Perak: ‘sz;s » Jerantut: 62 kes » Penampang: 6 kes
» Kerian: es i
» Batang Padang: 3 kes » Kuantan: 36 kes i ;
» Mualim: 2kes » Pakan: 23 kes l « (Baki 8 daerah lain)
l » Kampar » Bentong: Tl kes
» Bera: 9kes
SELANGOR

» Hulu Langat: 324 kes
» Petaling: 296 kes
» Gombak: N0 kes
» Klang: N2 kes

» Raubx Tkes / .
- . » Lipis: 6kes '
4 1 » Cameron Highlands: 2kes | &
» Kuala Selangor: 30 kes . -
» Sepang: 39 kes h :

» Kuala Langat: 22 kes
» Hulu Selangor: 27 kes
MELAKA

» Rembau: 41 kes » Kulai: 24 kes

WILAYAH PERSEKUTUAN > sesin 42 kes
o e I T WILAYAH PERSEKUTUAN ("2
Kualalumpur 540 kes » Alor Gajah: 25 kes Labuan 12kes / h
» Cheras: 45kes ||
» Kepong: 116 kes SOHOR PETUNJUK _ als
» Lembah Pantai. 386 kes — I 4 kes ke atas | t
» Titiwangsa: 93 kes » Batu Pahat: 47 kes B 20-40 kes '
» Johor Bahru: 145 kes 1-19 kes
NEGERI SEMBILAN i 170 kes B Tiada

» Seremban: 162 kes » Muar: 30 kes

» Kuching: 174 kes » Miri: » Lawas: Tkes
» Jelebu: Tkes » Mersing: 4 kes » Sarikei: B kes » Sibu 4 kes
» Jempol 7 kes » Pontian: 14 kes . » Kota Samarahan: 36 kes » Bintulu: 6 kes » Sri Aman: Tkes
» Kuala Pilah: 4 kes » Segamat: 14 kes » Simunjan: Tkes » Matu: Tkes
» Port Dickson: 7 kes » Kota Tinggic 14 kes » Limbang: 7 kes » Mukah: Tkes

» Tampin: 17 kes » Tangkak: 6kes » Serian: 7 kes » Bentong: 14 kes I » (Baki 17 bahagian lain)
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Malayan Mansion

9

Dua blok bangunan flat dan kedai di Jalan Masjid India, Bangunan Selangor Mansion
dan Malayan Mansion, membabitkan 5,000 hingga 6,000 penghuni dikenakan
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan Diperketatkan (PKPD) berkuat kuasa semalam selepas 15 kes
positif jangkitan COVID-19 dikesan dalam kalangan penghuni 365 unit kediaman

dan premis perniagaan di lokasi berkenaan.




08 Apr 2020
Berita Harian, Malaysia [ EEmsumssemmon

R
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.

i SHAH LANGOR
e Tef: 035584 MS6/457 3458 i 835511 5560
DR bt sektskhange st com

Author: No author available « Section: Nasional « Audience : 82,252 « Page: 1TO3

&isentia.mediaportal
Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in

any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner.

Kuala Lumpur, semalam.
15 kes positif
virus dikesan

di Bangunan
Selangor Mansion,
Malayan Mansion

Kuala Lumpur: Selepas Simpang
Renggam, Johor; Sungai Lui di Hu-
Iu Langat, Selangor serta Menara
City One di ibu negara dikenakan
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan Di-
perketatkan (PKPD), dua blok ba-
ngunan flat dan kedai di Jalan Mas-
jid India, di sini, menjadi lokasi
terbaru diletakkan di bawah pe-
rintah sama.

PEPD ke atas Bangunan Selang-
or Mansion dan Malayan Mansion
di tengah-tengah pusat bandar ini
vang berkuat kuasa semalam, di-
unmunkan Menteri Kanan (Kese-
lamatan), Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri
Yaakob pada sidang media disiar-
kan secara langsung, semalam.

Katanya, tindakan itu diambil
atas nasihat Menteri Kesihatan
(KEM) berikutan 15 kes positif
Jangkitan COVID-19 dikesan dalam
kalangan penghuni 365 unit kedi-
aman dan premis perniagaan di
lokasi berkenaan.

“PKPD di dua bangunan ini
membabitkan 5000 hingga 6,000
penghuni berkuat kuasa hari ini
(semalam) sehingga proses penge-
sanan kes dari unit ke unit (premis)

babitkan Menara Plaza City One di
Jalan Munshi Abdullah mulai 31
Mac hingga 13 April, diikuti tujuh
kampung dari Batu 21 hingga Batu
24 di Sungai Lui yang bermula 30
Mac hingga 13 April, selain Kam-
pung Dato’ Ibrahim Majid dan Ban-
dar Baharu Dato’ Ibrahim Majid di
Simpang Renggam, Kluang, mulai
27 Mac hingga 9 April.

Serentak perintah itu, Ismail Sa-
bri berkata, larangan dikenakan ke
atas bukan penghuni dan pelawat
vang tidak dibenarkan masuk ke
kawasan terbabit sepanjang tem-
poh PKPD dan semua aktiviti per-
niagaan dihentikan kecuali premis
menjual barangan keperluan.

 Saringan
kesihatan wajib
ke atas setiap penghuni
yang menetap di sini
yang mesti berada
di unit masing-masing

Petugas barisan hadapan KKM membuat ujian saringan kepada penghuni flat Selangor Mansion, Jalan Masjid [ndia

(Foto Aswadi Alias/BH)

“Orang ramai yang ada saudara
mara atau rakan di situ tidak boleh
mengunjungi kawasan berkenaan.
Polis Diraja Malaysia (PDRM),
Angkatan Tentera Malaysia (ATM),
Dewan Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur
(DBKL), Jabatan Sukarelawan Ma-
laysia (RELA) dan Angkatan Per-
tahanan Awam Malaysia (APM)
akan mengawal.

“Penghuni boleh membuat pesa-
nan makanan yang boleh dihantar
dan diambil di tempat yang dite-
tapkan, manakala pangkalan pe-
rubatan dibuka di kawasan itu. Se-
mua laluan Keluar masuk ke ka-
wasan PKPD ditutup,” katanya.

Beliau meminta semua penghuni
bertenang dan memberi kerjasama
sepenuhnya kepada petugas-petu-
gas dari Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) serta mematuhi
semua arahan pihak berkuasa.

Terdahulu, tinjauan B sebelum
pengumuman PEPD berkenaan di-
buat, mendapati anggota PDRM
dan ATM mempersiapkan kawalan
ke atas dua blok bangunan lapan
tingkat itu yang menempatkan flat
kediaman serta premis perniagaan
di bahagian bawah.

Yang turut hadir di lokasi terletak
dalam lingkungan 500 meter dari
lokasi Plaza City One itu adalah
kakitangan KEM dan Dewan Ban-
darava Kuala Lumpur (DBEL), ter-
masuk lengkap menggunakan per-
alatan perlindungan peribadi (PPE).

Difahamkan, sebahagian besar
penghuni di kedua-dua blok kedi-
aman yang sudah dimaklumkan le-

selesai. Saringan kesihatan wajib = bih awal mengenai PKPD itu ada-
ke atas setiap penghuni vang me- Sepﬂﬂjﬂng . lah warganegara asing yang be-
netap di sini yang mesti berada di tempoh PKPD ini. kerja dalam pelbagai sektor di pre-
unit masing-masing sepanjang tem- mis perniagaan berhampiran, te-
poh PKPD ini,” katanya. Ismail Sabri Yaakob, rutama di Jalan Masjid India dan

Tiga PKPD sebelum ini mem-

Menteri Kanan (Keselamatan)

Jalan Tunku Abdul Rahman.
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Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
Diperketatkan (PKPD)

SELANGOR

) ' » PKPD 30 Mac-13 April
» 3,918 penduduk dan 700
rumah

» Susulan pengesanan
{ 71 kes positif COVID-19
A dalam kalangan 274 warga
' sekolah tahfiz di Batu 23

KUALA LUMPUR

» PKPD 7 April sehingga
pengesanan kes selesai

» 365 unit kediaman,
premis permiagaan JOHOR |

» 5,000-6,000 penghuni

» Susulan pengesanan 15
kes positif COVID-19

» PKPD 27 Mac-9 April
» 3,570 penduduk daripada
ofd teptera mengawal b PEED S McS Ao 650 keluarga
! T » 502 unit kondominium,
premspermiagean NSt pgeanin g
Kesel b gri
» 3,200 penghuni KMan‘gum 83 kes di daerah
» Susulan pengesanan 17
kes positif COVID-19 ** Sumber laporan media,
pengumuman kerajaan
TINDAKAN SEPANJANG PKPD
| Pengesanan Tiada aktiviti Kawalan
« | kes dari premis ﬁ perniagaan anggota
@ | kepremis dibenarkan % R?‘hs. te:;era.
Semua laluan Pangkalan ' Pertahanan
A keluar masuk kesihatan Awam dan
ditutup dibuka di lokasi RELA
Makanan Kedai menjual Penghantaran makanan
dibekalkan barang keperluan terhad di lobi bagi
Jabatan Kebajikan | dibenarkan kediaman di bangunan
Masyarakat beroperasi bertingkat
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Sejak Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan (PKP)
dilaksanakan 18 Mac lalu,
banyak industri terjejas
dan paling terkesan adalah
golongan B40.

Sedar penderitaan
yang dihadapi rakyat
Malaysia, kakitangan
Kumpulan Sunway
mewujudkan tabung
dana «SunwayforGood
dengan kerjasama Yayasan
Jeffrey Cheah dengan
sokongan penuh pihak
pengurusan kanan bagi
mengumpul sumbangan
untuk membantu golongan
memerlukan,

Timbalan Pengerusi
Eksekutif Kumpulan
Sunway, Tan Sri Razman
M Hashim berkata,
ketika iadilancarkan,
lebih RM800.000 berjaya
dikumpul daripada ratusan
penderma yang prihatin.

“Disaat kita menghadapi
ujian pandemik Covid-19,
keluarga pasti akan bersatu
hati untuk bersama-sama
menangani krisis ini.

“ Di Sunway, kami
berpegang teguh kepada

kata-kata bahawa amal
kebajikan bermula dari
rumah dan inilah yang
keluarga Sunway lakukan
ketika menghadapi cabaran
hebat pandemik berkenaan,”
katanya menerusi satu
kenyataan.

Dalam pada itu,
sumbangan yang diterima
menerusi dana ituakan
digunakan untuk membantu
barisan pejuang hadapan
khususnya pekerja sektor
penjagaan kesihatan yang
selama ini bertungkus
lumus mencurah tenaga
sejak penularan Covid-19.

Selain itu, dana vang
diterima juga akan
digunakan untuk membantu
perkhidmatan kritikal
dan keperluan di seluruh
rangkaian perniagaan
kumpulan berkenaan serta
golongan B40 di kawasan
perbandaran Sunway,
seluruh negara.

Dana itu turut
menyediakan pek Stay Safe

#Sunwaufnrﬁu_od bgntu golongan terke

i 1

san Covid-19

| \"‘l' A

PEKERJA barisan had, di Pusat F
yvang mengandungi topeng
mulut dan hidung, vitamin

C dan pembasmi kuman

untuk diedarkan kepada
pekerja barisan hadapan di

Sunway ima pek

semua rangkaian kumpulan
i,

Ia termasuk kakitangan
Pusat Perubatan Sunway di
Sunway Medical City Kuala

Lumpur, Pusat Perubatan
Sunway Velocity di Cheras,
penjaga haiwan di Zoo

Sunway Lagoon dan Sunway

Lost World of Tambun,

pekerja hotel, pekerja
penyelenggaraan, pegawai
keselamatan serta polis
bantuan.

Sebelum ini,
Kumpulan Sunway
turut mendermakan
RM300, 000 untuk
program bantuan segera
«SunwayforGood bagi
membantu meringankan
beban golongan BAO di
seluruh negara khususnya
di Selangor, Perak, Pulau
Pinangdan Johor.

RM100,000 daripada
tabung dana itu turut
disumbangkan kepada
Tabung Prihatin Yayasan
Kebajikan Negara
(YKN)- Jabatan Kebajikan
Masyarakat (JKM)
Covid-19.

Selain itu, Kumpulan
Sunway turut mengalu
alukan cadangan
kerjasama dengan
sebarang pertubuhan
bukan kerajaan (NGO) bagi
fasa bantuan seterusnya
untuk membantu
golongan B40 vang terjejas
teruk akibat pandemik
berkenaan.
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Unit kediaman terlalu sesak

Kuala Lumpur: Pelaksanaan
Perintah Kawalan
Diperketatkan (PKPD)

di flat Selangor Mansion
dan Malayan Mansion
dilakukan kerana atas faktor
kesesakan.

Menteri Wilayah
Persekutuan, Tan Sri Annuar
Musa berkata, jumlah
kepadatan sesebuah unit
rumah dua blok kediaman
terbabit dihuni antara 20
hingga 30 pekerja warga
asing dari Bangladesh, India
dan Pakistan.

Beliau berkata, pihaknya
akan menyelaraskan
pelaksanaan PKPD di dua
flat berkenaan selaras
dengan prosedur operasi
standard yang ditetapkan
oleh Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM).

“Berdasarkan arahan KKM,
sesebuah lokasi perlu
dikategorikan sebagai Zon
Merah apabila mencatatkan
jumlah 40 kes positif
Covid-19 dan pada masa ini,
jumlah di dua fat itu sudah
merekodkan 15 kes positif

dan belum lagi termasuk
dengan jumlah di Plaza One
City yang tidak jauh dari sini
dan kalau dicampur
keseluruhannya hampir 40
kes.

“Oleh itu, selepas
pelaksanaan PKPD
dikuatkuasakan di kawasan
ini, kami perlu mengatur
gerak menerusi
Jawatankuasa Keselamatan
Kementerian Wilayah untuk
menyelaraskan segala
perkara berkaitan PKPD di
sini," katanya.
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A 1.5km-long traffic

congestion along
Jalan Sungai Buloh-
Kuala Selangor despite
the Movement Control
Order imposed by the
government. PIC BY FATHIL
ASRI
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MSU bantu pelajar terjejas

Edarkan makanan
melalui program
Meals On Me bantu
pelajar semasa PKP
B yang  menerima
kesan secara lang-
sung akibat Perintah Ka-
walan Pergerakan (PKP)
yang dikuatkuasakan ke-
rajaan bermula pada 18
Mac lalu, Management and
Science University (MSU)
melalui Yayasan MSU me-
lancarkan program Meals
on Me (MOM).

Melalui program itu,
MSU telah mengedarkan
makanan kepada 500 pelajar
yang terlibat berpusat di The
Hub, kampus MSU dengan
dikoordinasi beberapa pela-
jar dan Jabatan Pembangun-
an Kerjaya.

agi mengurang-
kan beban pelajar

Mereka yang terjejas akibat
penularan pandemik Covid-19
itu ialah pelajar antarabangsa
dan tempatan yang menginap
di The Residence, iaitu kemu-
dahan penginapan di dalam
serta sekitar kampus MSU di
Seksyen 13, Shah Alam.

Kos penyediaan makanan
dibiayai sepenuhnya oleh Yaya-
san MSU yang turut memberi
peluang kepada warganya untuk
berbakti membantu pelajar yang
sedang dalam kesusahan.

Sehingga kini, Yayasan
MSU telah berjaya mengumpul
dana sebanyak RM 100,000 ha-
sil sumbangan pelbagai pihak.

Kesemua dana itu akan di-
gunakan bagi menampung kos
program MOM tersebut sehing-
ga tempoh arahan PKP berakhir.

Sepanjang pelaksanaan PKP
juga, MSU akan memastikan
aspek pembelajaran dan peng-
ajaran serta keselamatan pelajar
tidak terjejas.

Ini termasuklah arahan agar

Prihatin dengan nasib 500 pelajarnya yang terjejas akibat PKP, MSU melalui Yayasan MSU melancarkan
program bantuan makanan, Meals on Me.

pelajar menekankan aspek pen-
jagaan kesihatan dan kebersih-
an dalam mengurangkan risiko
penularan wabak berbahaya itu.

Bagi kemudahan pelajar,
pihak MSU turut menawarkan
subjek secara modular dan per-
bincangan berterusan dengan
rakan universiti di luar negara.

Ini termasuklah pelaksanaan
proses pembelajaran secara da-
lam talian termasuk kuliah, tu-
gasan, nota dan penangguhan
aktiviti mobiliti antarabangsa
serta latihan industri.

Selain itu, MSU Medical
Centre Specialist Hospital turut
menyediakan perkhidmatan per-

ubatan kepada warga MSU
yang bersedia pada setiap
masa.

Tindakan yang diambil
itu selaras dengan arahan Ke-
menterian Pengajian Tinggi
Malaysia, Jabatan Kesihatan
Selangor dan Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia.
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Pandang arahan PKP dari sudut positif

SHAH ALAM - Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan (PKP) yang dikuatkuasa-
kan kerajaan Malaysia bagi memben-
dung penularan koronavirus (Covid-19)
perlu dipandang dari sudut positif.

Presiden Pertubuhan Tindakan Ke-
amanan dan Pembanterasan Jenayah
Selangor dan Kuala Lumpur, Datuk
Dr V Kalai Kumar berkata, keadaan
yang berlaku ketika ini tidak pernah
dibayangkan sehingga mengubah rutin
harian rakyat Malaysia.

“PKP sebenarnya memberi pe-
luang kepada ahli keluarga untuk me-
ngeratkan hubungan kerana sebelum
ini mungkin masing-masing sibuk
dengan kerjaya.

“Segala yang terjadi pasti ada hik-
mahnya. Jadi, gunakanlah masa yang
ada ini untuk melakukan pelbagai ak-
tiviti menyeronokkan.

“Jangan biarkan kegusaran menga-
wal kita. Panik hanya akan meman-
jangkan lagi pandemik ini,” katanya
kepada Sinar Harian di sini semalam.

Kalai berkata, beliau memanfaat-
kan tempoh PKP dengan membantu
isterinya melakukan kerja-kerja rumah
seperti memasak dan mengemas.

“Sebelum ini saya tak pernah am-
bil berat tetapi sekarang baru saya tahu
betapa penatnya isteri yang bertungkus
lumus melakukan kerja rumah.

“Jadi, bagi meringankan beban is-

Kalai menunjukkan pokok herba yang
ditanamnya bagi mengisi masa terluang
sepanjang tempoh PKP ini.

teri, saya mencari resipi di internet
dan cuba memasaknya sendiri.

“Sekarang saya dah boleh me-
nyediakan hidangan ikan masak
asam pedas,” katanya.

Selain itu, katanya, beliau juga
melakukan aktiviti bercucuk tanam
dengan menanam pokok herba,
keladi dan sayur-sayuran.

“Memang seronok sebab sebe-
lum ini waktu yang ada agak terhad
kerana saya sibuk dengan aktiviti-
aktiviti NGO.

“Saya juga dapat tebus kemba-
li masa sibuk saya kerana dapat
meluangkan banyak masa dengan
anak bongsu yang cacat pengliha-
tan,” kata beliau.
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43 PERATUS KES COVID-19
DARI SELANGOR DAN KUALA LUMPUR

SELEPAS kemunculan wabak koronavirus (Covid-19)

di negara ini pada 23 Januari lalu, Selangor dan Kuala
Lumpur terus menjadi dua negeri paling tinggi kes jangkitan
Covid-19 dengan 43 peratus daripada keseluruhan kes

di seluruh negara.

Daripada 3,963 kes yang dicatatkan sehingga semalam,
Selangor menjadi negeri paling tinggi berbanding negeri
lain dengan 1,020 kes manakala Kuala Lumpur mencatatkan
sebanyak 671 kes.

Sementara itu, lima daerah di Selangor termasuk yang
terbaharu Sepang dan semua empat daerah di Kuala
Lumpur kini dikategorikan sebagai zon merah
berikutan peningkatan kes Covid-19 yang tinggi. G

<
H
H
z
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£
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o

KES COVID-19 DI MALAYSIA i

3,963

JUMLAH KES

y 1,360,039

KES BAHARU | KES KEMATIAN KES PULIH
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Zon merah
n r m r mengikut daerah
' (Sehingga12 tengah hari,
6 April 2020)

u u DAERAH KES

aling banyak kes Covid-19 |- =

Hulu Langat 324

Petaling 296

FOTO: BERNAMA Kuching 174

Catat sebanyak Kiuang 0

43 peratus daripada Seremban 162

jumlah keseluruhan kes SohorEah (s

. . Kepong 116

di Malaysia Kiang T8

Petugas kesihatan Gombak 110

PUTRAJAYA :‘a:::g:ad“engan Titiwangsa 93

mengambil Kinta 87

sampel daripada Kota Bharu 82

egeri Selangor dan FK:I::::: Bahry, Hilir Perak 65

Kuala Lumpur Kuala Lumpur Tawau 67

mencatatkan angka berikutan Jerantut 61

paling tinggi positif penularan

koronavirus (Covid-19) iaitu jangkitan Covid-19 Sepang 49 g
sebanyak 43 peratus daripada e e e e ::::;Tat:v’-ua“a" Baillapat &7 z
jumlah keseluruhan kes jang- : ) Cheras 45 %
kitan wabak itu di negara ini. Di Selangor, lima daerah  Petaling (290), Klang (115), termasuk Putrajaya. Jasin 42 H
Berdasarkan data yang dikategorikan sebagai zon Gombak (108) dan Sepang (49). Menerusi data yang Putrajaya 41 g
dikeluarkan oleh Kementerian ~ merah berikutan merekodkan Bagi Kuala Lumpur pula,  dikeluarkan oleh CPRC, selain Remb oY g
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM) peningkatan melebihi 40 kes kawasan Lembah Pantai Putrajaya, jumlah keseluruhan CUUEL z

semalam, Selangor
mencatatkan sebanyak 1,020
kes sementara Kuala Lumpur
sebanyak 671 kes Covid-19
menjadikan jumlah keseluruhan
bagi kedua-dua negeri ialah
1,691 kes.

Setakat semalam, sebanyak
3,963 kes positif Covid-19
dicatatkan di seluruh negara.

positif Covid-19 iaitu di Hulu
Langat, Petaling, Klang, Sepang
dan Gombak.

Jabatan Kesihatan Negeri
Selangor (JKNS) menerusi
akaun Facebook rasminya
memaklumkan sehingga jam 12
tengah hari kelmarin, daerah
Hulu Langat mencatat jumlah
tertinggi dengan 324 kes,

direkodkan paling tinggi positif
Covid-19 dengan 386 kes diikuti
Kepong (116), Titiwangsa (93)
dan Cheras (45).

Dalam pada itu, kelmarin
Pusat Kesiapsiagaan dan
Tindakan Cepat Krisis
Kebangsaan (CPRC) KKM
merekodkan pertambahan tiga
lagi kawasan zon merah

zon merah adalah sebanyak 22
kawasan.

Berdasarkan data yang
bertarikh 6 April, Jasin
merekodkan 42 kes manakala
Putrajaya dan Rembau masing-
masing 41 kes.

Bagaimanapun, terdapat
empat zon hijau iaitu tidak
mempunyai sebarang kes di

Semenanjung iaitu Machang,
Kelantan; Yan, Kedah dan Hulu
Terengganu, Terengganu serta
Kampar, Perak.

Data itu turut merekodkan
kawasan Kuching, Sarawak juga
dalam zon merah dengan 174
kes manakala Tawau, Sabah
mencatatkan 67 kes.

Pel
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Jumlah jangkitan Covid-19 di Malaysia semalam
meningkatdaripada 3,793 kes kepada 3,963 kes
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(KKM) memerlukan 10 hari untuk membuat saringan
terhadap 6,000 penghuni di Malayan Mansion dan Se-
langor Mansion di Kuala Lumpur yang merupakan lo-
kasi terbaharu dikenakan Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan
Diperketatkan (PKPD).

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
y Abdullah berkata, setiap blok mempunyai kira-kira 2,500

e e : penghuni.
Eﬂfﬁﬁza{!‘:jﬂiﬂ e o s “Kita jangkakan dalam tempoh 10 hari dapat menya-

: 2 ring kesemua penduduk di kawasan berkenaan,” katanya
pada sidang akhbar di kementeriannya di sini semalam.

Dengan jangkaan itu, ini bermakna operasi saringan
akan melangkaui tarikh akhir fasa kedua PKP yang di-
jadualkan berakhir 14 April ini.

Dua blok itu terletak di Jalan Masjid India dan kira-
kira 500 meter daripada Menara City One yang telah
dikenakan PKPD sebelum ini.

Sementara itu, Menteri Wilayah Persekutuan, Tan
Sri Annuar Musa berkata, kementeriannya akan berbin-
cang dengan tiga Suruhanjaya Tinggi perwakilan asing
bagi memberi penerangan kepada penghuni terlibat me-
mandangkan kebanyakannya merupakan warga India,
Pakistan dan Bangladesh.

Menurutnya, beliau difahamkan terdapat unit kedi-
aman di bangunan tersebut yang terlalu sesak dengan
penghuni.

“Dianggarkan hampir 20 atau 30 orang mendiami
satu unit flat,” katanya di sini semalam.
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CLOTHES FOR HOMELESS
Petaling Jaya City Council (MBP)) is
collecting clothing (except under-
garments) and footwear (in complete
pairs). These should be packed
categorically for men, women and
children. For details, call 03-4026
7222 (9am to 5pm).
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Joint operation to sanitise
public areas in Shah Alam

SHAH Alam City Council (MBSA)
with a few other agencies disinfect-
ed a few public areas around the
city in its first joint operation dur-
ing this movement control order
(MCO) period.

With a total of 122 personnel, the
operation was joined by the police,
Fire and Rescue Department, state
health department, Alam Flora Sdn
Bhd and Waste Management and
Public Cleansing Corporation
(SWCorp).

The areas disinfected were pub-
lic places around Sections 6, 7, 8, 3
and 4 to stop the spread of the
coronavirus.

“We focused on disinfecting
main roads, public spaces and
roads in residential areas there,”
said MBSA corporate communica-
tions head Shahrin Ahmad, adding
that MBSA deputy mayor Mohd
Rashidi Ruslan also participated in
the operation.

Shahrin said there would be five
more of such joint operations to
cover other areas in the city.

They will be disinfecting all pub-
lic markets in Section 16, Section
25, Kampung Baru Sungai Buloh,
Bandar Baru Sungai Buloh and
Pekan Subang as well as other pub-
lic areas in the respective neigh-
bourhoods.

“For our first operation, Alam

A worker disinfecting public areas in Shah Alam in a bid to stop the
spread of Covid-19.

“We had discussions with all
agencies before carrying out our
first joint operation,” he said.

He added that MBSA would
carry out daily disinfection work at
various public spaces in the city.

Flora provided seven spray
machines while the Fire and
Rescue Department provided one
to carry out disinfecting works,
which were carried out based on
Health Ministry guidelines.
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TABUNG C0VID-18 ~

RM1,000 000.00

T PANYERAMAN PERALATAN PLRUBATAN.
KEPADA KTRAJAAN MALAYSIA

Puncak Niaga Holdings Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri Rozali Ismail
handing over a donation of RM1mil as well as 28 ventilators and a
haemaodialysis machine worth RM5mil to the PM

MahSing

PN

T
CAnTY

Perodua
president
and CEO
Datuk
Zainal
Abidin
Ahmad
handing
over a
donation of
RM2mil for
the national
Covid-19
fund.

TABUNG COVID 19
RM ,000.00

Mah Sing Group managing director and founder Tan Sri Leong Hoy Kum pledged 20 units of ventilators worth
RM3.9mil to the National Disaster Management Agency (Nadma), received by Muhyiddin at the latter’s office
in Perdana Putra, Putrajaya. Also present was Nadma deputy director-general Mohamed Zahari Razali.

More corporates chip in to national Covid-19 fund

PUTRAJAYA: More corporates ‘W_L "W \"
ST LN

have stepped forward with dona
tions to the government’s Covid-19  Naza

fund. Corporation S ”

They gave cash and medical Holdings Sdn s g:‘g}g[fg[:;
equipment worth more than Bhd group managing
RM16mil to aid the fight against executive di;ec(tir’
the pandemic chairman Datuk

The corporates’ top executives and CEQ K;“:‘ ieh
handed over their donations to g M. Naussae;
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin  Nasarudin Ramli
Yassin at his Perdana Putra office S.M. = | handing
here. e Nasimuddin e I

The donors are Mah Sing Group pledging | con'.nbulfon
(RM3.9mil worth of ventilators), RMleSmi‘ ‘ of RM1mil.
Puncak Niaga Holdings Bhd 3 & |
(RM1mil as well as 28 ventilators
and a haemodialysis machine
worth RMS5mil), Perodua (RM2mil),

Naza Corporation Holdings Sdn

Bhd (RM1.25mil), RHB Bank Sapura
(RM1mil), 99 SpeedMart (RM1mil) Group
and Sapura Group (RM1mil). president

The government launched the and chief
fund last month to help ease the executive
burden of those directly impacted 99 SpeedMart officer
by the coronavirus outbreak. executive Tan Sri

Managed by the National director Shahril

Disaster Management Agency Ng Lee Tieng
(Nadma), the fund covers those presenting a
under 14-day home quarantine as donation of

well as Covid-19 patients warded RM1mil.

in hospitals,

Shamsuddin
presenting a
donation of
RM1mil.
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Electricity demand to slow

But analysts say impact on power companies muted

By GURMEET KAUR
gurmeet@thestarcom.my

PETALING JAYA: Demand for electricity is
expected to ease in the second quarter of the
year with the implementation of the move-
ment control order (MCO) and the sluggish
economic activities foreseen thereafter due to
the Covid-19 outbreak.

However, analysts said the impact on
power companies is “expected to be less
severe, given their resilient earnings profile.”

“Yes, there will be a near-term drag in
demand for electricity because of the tempo-
rary closure of the industrial and commercial
establishments that are not deemed essential.
If the MCO is extended beyond April 14, it will
compound the negative impact further. But
the impact is likely to be mild on the sector,”
an analyst said when contacted.

This is because the sector is not restricted
under the MCO for its “essential services”
status. Additionally, the uptick in the usage of
electricity by households will neutralise some
of the expected decline in industrial usage, he
said.

Analysts said the risk for Tenaga Nasional
Bhd (TNB) is covered under the imbalance
cost pass-through mechanism, while for inde-
pendent power producers (IPPs), their returns
are governed by long-term power purchase

“If the MCO is extended beyond April 14, it
will compound the negative impact. But the
impact is likely to be mild on the sector.”

An analyst

agreements (PPAs) regardless of short-term
demand fluctuations.

MIDF Research noted that the bulk of TNB's
regulated earnings were on a revenue-cap
basis. In other words, it is “technically compen-
sated for any shortfall in demand - relative to
the regulatory period 2018-2020's (RP2) project-
ed demand growth of 1.8%-2% per year.”

Vice versa, any excess demand relative to
the RP2 projections is returned to consumers.

“For the most part of the RP2 so far, demand
has exceeded the projected growth and TNB
has been returning the excess revenue to
consumers,” the research firm said in a
report.

Notably, the reserve margin, which is a
measure of available capacity over and above
the capacity needed to meet normal peak
demand levels, is estimated to rise to 38% in
2020 from the estimated 35% at end-2019. In
2019, the 2,000MW Jimah East Power coal
plant was commissioned, while the increase
this year is expected to be driven by the com-
missioning of Southern Power Generation’s
1,440MW combined-cycle power plant in July.

“Beyond the already announced plant-up
plans, we foresee a dearth of major new
plants coming on-stream, given the already

high reserve margin in the system. The next
round of plant-ups is expected to occur
around 2025-2026 onwards, when the reserve
margin is expected to dip closer to the 20%
minimum reserve margin benchmark,” the
research firm said, noting that sector oppor-
tunities could tilt heavily towards renewable
energy project awards.

In the fourth quarter of financial year 2019
(4Q19), TNB reported a core net profit of
RM477mil, bringing its FY19 core earnings to
RM4.,7hil, Revenue for 4Q19 came in 3%
lower year-on-year (y-o-y) to RM12.17hil,
owing to lower sales of electricity (-4%) and
other regulatory adjustments of RM271.6mil.
Total units sold for the peninsula in 4Q19
grew 1% y-o-y, with the commercial and
domestic sector growing at 2.4% and 4.4%,
respectively. This, however, was partially off-
set by lower demand from the industrial sec-
tor (-2.1%), mainly from the iron and steel,
electric and electronic, and cement product
industries.

For IPPs going forward, Kenanga Research
said main concerns were “old issues such as
unplanned outages” such as Kapar Energy
Ventures Sdn Bhd losses for Malakofl Corp
Bhd.
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Taxi and e-hailing drivers,

- Who are considered essential
- during this movement control
order period, are contending
with low passenger count,
thereby struggling to

make ends meet. But they

are encouraged to hold

on as the rough ride will

come to an end. >2&3
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By BAVANI M, EDWARD
RAJENDRA and AIDA AHMAD
metro@thestar.com.my

TIMES are hard, not worth it.

This is the sentiment of most
taxi and e-hailing drivers in the
Klang Valley since the start of the
movement control order (MCO)
last month.

Finding it so hard to make ends
meet, the drivers are unsure what
to do.

Some are staying at home and
spending sparingly, while some
keep waiting for passengers at des-
ignated stops each day hoping for
Lady Luck to shine on them.

StarMetro speaks to some of the
hard-hit drivers to see how they
are coping.

Temporarily quitting

E-hailing driver Rasamany
Vettivelu, 73, has not been working
since the MCO took effect on March
18.

It has been over two weeks since
she was able to make any extra
money to buy groceries and pro-
vide her husband with RM500
pocket money.

She was earning around
RM2,000 a month as an e-hailing
driver.

These days, meals at home have
been downgraded to just one vege-
table, one curry and papadom.

“ am not exaggerating, but
merely being honest. I do geta
monthly pension, but that goes
towards paying the utility bills and
other expenses,” said the retired
Inland Revenue Board officer.

Rasamany was forced to take on
another job a few years ago after
she lost a huge chunk of her sav-
ings, and that of her 82-year-old
husband’s to a gold investment
company.

“The driving job was a way for
me to pay my husband back each
month and pay for petrol,” she
said.

Also staying at home for the
plain reason of not wanting to be
infected with Covid-19 is 55-year-
old taxi driver V. Jambulingam.
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drﬁrers at aloss

Whlle many are next to calling it quits,
associations are looking into their interest and
asking them to be patient for a while longer

A lone taxi waiting for passengers outside Pavilion Mall, which used to be
crawling with taxis.

The Klang Taman Sentosa Taxi
and Hired Car Drivers Welfare
Association president said people
began to avoid getting into taxis
from the third day of the MCO.

“Awareness of Covid-19 height-

ened on the third day and
people knew the need for social
distancing.

“Our regular passengers politely
told us that it would be better to
walk or cycle to get groceries.

“Many did not mind walking a
distance to get their basic necessi-
ties.

“I could not even earn RM10
after the MCO was declared. I
used to earn RM80 to RM100 daily.
Now, I would wait for eight hours
and there would be no passen-
gers,” he said, adding that it was
wiser to stay at home despite the
bills.

The father of four, who has been
a taxi driver for 35 years, added
that his association members also
felt it was not worth it as their
daily income had dropped and at
the same time, it was a health risk
to stay outside.

Jambulingam’s two working chil-
dren are lending him a hand now.

“I pray for a cure to the disease
quickly as it is wrecking our liveli-
hood,” he said.

Jerry Jayabalan, 53, who used to
earn RM100 daily, stopped driving
the taxi when his income dropped
to only RM32.

He hopes application to the
government’s economic stimulus
package will be a simple process
and that the money will be chan-
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The taxi drop-off area at the
TBS station in Bandar Tasik
Selatan is empty. — Photos:
LOW LAY PHON/TheStar

nelled to them fast.

“Our taxi drivers are grateful to
the government for this financial
aid In this trying time,” he said.

Some still hopeful

Taxi driver Badrol Hisham
Ahmad, 60, sits alone in front of the
entrance of Pavilion Mall, Kuala
Lumpur waiting from 9am to noon
for passengers, but no one comes.

“No point going home, the wife is
already angry seeing my face.

“If before e-hailing drivers stole
our income, now it's this virus,”
said Badrol.

Over at KL Sentral, the taxi cou-
pon counter is still operating, but
drivers say they have to wait hours

hile, Arul D son,
46, is a graphic designer by day, as
well as part-time e-hailing driver
and a drummer by night.

Before the virus struck global
proportions, Arul could get about
30 rides a day. But once the MCO
took effect, rides reduced to less
than 10.

“Before Covid-19 hit us, even if 1
had three rides a day it was good
income because it involved send-
ing passengers to Genting
Highlands or to the airports.

Now everything has stopped,” he
said.

Arul's graphic designing work
and his stint as a drummer with a
local band on Friday nights are
also on hold.

The father of a six-year-old girl
hopes the stimulus package will be
helpful, otherwise he will have to
dig into his Employee Provident
Fund (EPF) savings to stay afloat.

for ¢ S.

“I waited seven hours for one
customer. It's better than going
home and having to answer to my
family,” said Ismail Sikin from
Kampung Baru.

“] feel restless staying at home
doing nothing, so here I wait,” he
added.

Both Ismail and Badrol are not
exaggerating.

A check at taxi hotspots in the
city and areas like the KL Sentral,
Bukit Bintang, Mid Valley, and the
TBS station at Bandar Tasik Selatan
have showed images of a ghost
town.

While the government’s one-off
payment for taxi drivers (RM600)
and e-hailing drivers (RM500)
under the stimulus package can be
seen as a relief, the drivers worry
for the long term.

“It’s nice that they are giving us
the money, but I ask you, is RM600

alan Tun s

enough,” Badrol asked.

“The most I can do with that is to
pay for groceries for one month,”
he said, adding that food was also
very expensive now.

Cabbies, hang in there

Federal Territory and Selangor
Taxi Operator Association presi-
dent Datuk Aslah Abdullah said the
Covid-19 pandemic has affected
everyone and not just taxi drivers.

“Taxi drivers will complain all
the time, it is their nature. We have
helped by supplying food to the
drivers at KL Sentral.

“The government said their
services are essential, so they must
wait, even though there are fewer
customers now,” he said.

“The KL Sentral management
has been kind enough to waive the
rental fees for the counter for the
next six months, so we are very
appreciative of that,” he said.

Aslah’s company Puncak
Holdings manages the taxi counter
at KL Sentral.

Gabungan Pertubuhan Teksi,
Kereta Sewa, Limosin dan Teksi
Lapangan Terbang SeMalaysi
(GTSM) needs the government's
support in the current dire situa-
tion.

Its head Kamarudin Mohd
Hussain said without the govern-
ment's support and strategic part
nership, GTSM could not move for-

- ARy
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These days, it's an even longer waiting game for taxi drivers at KL Sentral.  Jambulingam says most taxi drivers have decided to stay at home as
Before the MCO, they had to compete with e-hailing drivers.

there are no passengers and the job poses a high risk now, health wise.

X G\ 2~
Aslah says taxi drivers' services are
essential and they should be patient
despite fewer passengers.

ward to provide support to its
members.

“We do not have the finances
and power to help taxi drivers in
these trying times, more so those
who flout the public transport
scheduling under the enhanced
MCO.

GISM oversees 380 taxi associa-
tions in Malaysia, including Sabah
and Sarawak, and has around
40,000 members.

Kamarudin said he received calls
from distressed taxi drivers every
day since the MCO was enforced,

Rasamany is taking a break from
driving until the situation improves.

many of whom could not manage
to pay the rental for their taxis.

“One driver called me crying
because he woke up in the
morning and saw his taxi repos-
sessed.

“They are not getting any passen-
gers, and there are no tourists
now," he explained.

According to a Finance Ministry
statement, taxi and e-hailing driv-
ers eligible for financial assistance
under the new economic stimulus
package must register with www.
lmasury.gov.my.

Online payments started April 2.
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The usually bustling area of the iconic Selangor Mansion and Malayan Mansion in downtown Kuala Lumpur
falls silent when it becomes the latest place to be put under an enhanced MCO. The eight-storey buildings
in Jalan Masjid India, home to some 6,000 residents, are now barricaded after 15 positive cases of Covid-19
are detected there. > See page 4 for reports by FARIK ZOLKEPLI, RASHVIN S. BEDI and TARRENCE TAN

Photo: Bernama
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Covid-19: Current situation globally

(As of 7pm April 7, 2020)

Asean+ S. Korea

Global Top 10

India Japan
3,906
92
592
Spain Italy

Malaysia

Philippines Indonesia Thailand Singapore Vietnam

2,738
221
204

Germany France
98,984
8,926

17,429

Reports by FARIK ZOLKEPLI, RASHVIN S. BEDI, JOSEPH KAOS Jr, CLARISSA CHUNG and TARRENCE TAN

KL ‘mansions’ under EMCO

6,000 near Masjid India affected after 15 new cases found there

KUALA LUMPUR: The Selangor
Mansion and Malayan Mansion
flats along Jalan Masjid India here
are the two latest locations to be
placed under enhanced movement
control order (MCO). It involves
around 6,000 residents.

Defence Minister Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaakob announced
that there were 15 positive cases of
Covid-19 at both buildings.

“Given the number of cases, the
government, as advised by the Heal-
th Minister, has decided to execute
the fourth enhanced MCO directive.

“This order involves around 6,000
residents in 365 residential and
commercial units in the buildings.

“It takes effect from April 7, 2020,
until all residents are screened,” he
said in a statement yesterday.

Prior to this, the enhanced MCO
has been enforced in three areas
Kampung Datuk Ibrahim Majid and
Bandar Baharu Datuk Ibrahim
Majid in Simpang Renggam, Johor;
Sungai Lui village in Hulu Langat,
Selangor; and Menara City One in
Jalan Munshi Abdullah here.

Under the enhanced MCO, all
non-residents and visitors are pro-
hibited from entering the area, and
residents are allowed to order food
deliveries that must be sent to and
picked up from designated areas.

All business activities are to be
closed, except for shops selling
essential items in the buildings.

Ismail Sabri said a medical base
would be set up in the area.

“To ensure compliance to the
enhanced MCO, the police, Armed
Forces, Civil Defence Force and

On guard: Soldiers standing guard in front of Selangor Mansion in Kuala
Lumpur during the newly imposed EMCO. — Bernama

Jabatan Sukarelawan Malaysia
(Rela) will administer the area.

“For the smooth execution of the
enhanced MCO, all residents are
advised to remain calm and give
their full cooperation to Health
Ministry officials and to comply
with instructions.

“Residents who require assis-
tance or have any enquiries can call
the designated DBKL MCO opera-
ton centre hotline at 03-4026 7222
or 016-296 2982,” he said.

Foreigners make up most of the
residents in the two blocks of
eight-storey flats which also com-
prise shoplots, located near Jalan
Tuanku Abdul Rahman here.

When The Star visited the loca
tion at about 1.30pm yesterday,
security personnel were installing
barricades, including barbed wire
fences around the area.

Health Ministry officials were
also on hand to perform screenings.

Meanwhile, Tan Sri Annuar Musa
said the Federal Territories Ministry
will cooperate with foreign mis-
sions in connection with the enhan-
ced MCO imposed on the two build-
ings.

Noting that most of the residents
are from Pakistan, India and Bang-
ladesh, the minister said his minis-
try will liaise with the respective
High Commissions on the matter.
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Total deaths
63

Cambodia Myanmar

Total recovered

1,321
Laos

Total cases

3,963

Brunei

New cases

170

Switzerland

22,194

12,035
4,157

Turkey
30,217
649
1,326

62,589
3,872
24,236

52,301
5,385
305

“We will also include representa-
tives of the High Commissions in
the ministry’s security committee
meetings,” he told reporters after
visiting the affected area yesterday.

Information on the enhanced
MCO will be broadcast via loud hail-
ers to the residents in the languages
of the three nationalities as well, he
added.

“All the residents are deemed
‘Person Under Investigation' (PUI)
for Covid-19,” he said.

To date, 90 people there had been
tested, with 300 more undergoing
tests yesterday, he added.

Annuar said the ministry’s securi-
ty committee will also work out
logistics, including the sending of
food and essentials for the residents
of both flats.

On the possibility that residents
will be relocated due to overcrowd-
ing. the minister said it will depend
on if cases here spike and the Health
Ministry’s recommendation.

“We have information that there
are 20 or more people living in a
single unit. Those who work the day
shift will go out while night-hift
workers return home but during the
enhanced MCO, all will be home.

“The ministry will consider the
possibility of relocating the resi-
dents to a quarantine area if the
overcrowding contributes to
increased cases and the Health
Ministry recommends it,” he said.

EFaE
Watch the video H=
thestartv.com [
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Klang council
sees increase in
garden waste, too

By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

FAMILIES who have been keeping
their house compound clean by
cutting grass and pruning trees
since the movement control order
(MCO) took effect, are contributing
to an increase in garden waste.
Klang Municipal Council (MPK)
is providing some dos and don’ts
to ease the burden of rubbish col-
lection workers who are already
dealing with the increase in
domestic waste during this period.

Its environmental services direc-

tor Zaireezal Ahmad Zainuddin
said private contractors engaged
by the council noted that a num-
ber of landed residential proper-
ties were discarding tree branches

and bags of cut grass.

“The council would like people
to cut the tree branches into short-
er lengths and have them tied up
in bundles.

“Grass and leaves should be
packed in rubbish bags to make it
easier for the workers to collect,”
he said.

Last month, Zaireezal said, 19.1
tonnes of rubbish were collected
in Klang, including garden waste.

“Since the MCO began on March
18, our statistics on domestic waste
does not give a full picture of the
increase in rubbish.

“Based on observation, we
found that one large rubbish bag is
now full compared to the half or
three quarter-filled bags collected
before the MCO,” he said.

Zaireezal advised people not to
discard vegetable, fruit peels, tea
bags, coffee grounds, and even
dried leaves into rubbish bins but
instead use them for composting.

“I hope people will pick up com-
posting as an alternative to reduce
waste in landfills.

“If kitchen waste goes towards
composting, it will be an added
bonus for the council in seeing less

Page 1 of 1

An MPK
worker
clearing
garden waste
left outside

a house

. in Klang.

waste transported to the Jeram
landfill in Kuala Selangor,” he said.

Zaireezal assured ratepayers that
collection of domestic and bulk
waste would continue as usual.

He believed that the increase in

domestic waste was more evident
at the end of the month when peo-
ple would throw out more empty
cans, bottles, food wrappings and
cardboard boxes.
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CHANGE FOR THE BETTER

Polluted rivers looking cleaner
during MCO >8
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By BAVANIM
bavanim@thestar.com.my

MOTHER Nature can heal if given a
chance.

And she is healing quite well at
the moment, following the govern-
ment-ordered restriction measures,

It seems the movement control
order (MCO) enforced to stop the
spread of Covid-19 has a positively
surprising side effect in stemming
pollution of rivers.

Global Environmental Centre
(GEC) river care programme man-
ager Dr K. Kalithasan noted the
current conditions of some of the
rivers in Klang Valley were much
better now, after Day 16 of the
MCO.

“We are getting reports from our
contacts everywhere that there is
generally a significant improve-
ment in the river's health.

“Of course, we cannot confirm
this unless we do a quality check,
hut that is not possible under cur-
rent circumstances,” he said.

“A proper turbidity test will be
able to tell us just how clean the
water is but right now I can safely
say that with the general outlock
from the videos and pictures that
Wwe are receiving from our green
partners, it is looking good,” he
said. According to Kalithasan, there
have been reports of more wildlife
like birds and butterflies returning
to the riverbanks at some rivers.

He showed StarMetro photo-
graphs of Sungai Gombak, Sungai
Way and Sungai Kemu: 2 that
were shared by communities who
were happy with the rivers’
improved conditions.

“Take Sungai Way for instance.
This is a typical urban river run-
ning through commercial. industri-
al and residential areas; it was pol-
Iuted with rubbish and the commu-
nity had previously carried out
cleaning activities in an attempt to
keep it rubbish-free,

“No one has gone out there to
clean it since the MCO startec.
Despite that, on Day Six, there was
no rubbish to be seen and the river
was clear; it was a very good feel-
ing.” he said.

Kalithasan said the Rukun
Tetangga of Seri Terengganu in
Kuala Lumpur also took before and
after photographs of Sungai
Gombak that they could see from
their flats, and the proof was
remarkable.

“From the photographs taken on
March 19 and April 2, you can
clearly see the physical improve-
ments of the water quality.” he
said.

“The same was reported on
Kampung Chubadak's Sungai
Kemunsing from March 24 to April
2. The river flowing there showed
a reduction of salid waste.

“Residents have reported clearer
water and increased birds and fish
sightings in some parts,

“This clearly shows that nature
can heal iself when given time.

“But mankind must make trans-
formative changes by reducing,
reusing and recycling,” he empha-
sised.

Water quality expert Dr Zaki
Zainudin said he was not surprised
at all to hear of the increased sight-
ings of biediversity and clearer riv-
ers.

“Yes, | have been getting feed-
back from various non-govern-
mental organisations that the over-
all sentiment was that the rivers
are looking better each day, but

A photo taken last Saturday

"==shows the normally filthy Sungai

Way in the middle of urban

Petaling Jaya, surprisingly clean.

— SAMUEL ONG/The Star

Communities living near waterways report

clearer waters since MCO put in place

Kalithasan: Some of the rivers
appear to be in better condition
now.

Faizal: The current absence of pol-
lution may be temporary.

these are sporadic cases,” he said.

“The (pollution) density and
demographic vary in different
river basins.

“There are many types of pollu-
tion sourtes; there is industrial,
sewage, silage, domestic and waste
from wet markets.

“The composition (waste)
depends on the area, some areas
may have more industrial waste
while others have more domestic
waste,” he explained.

“During the MCO, there is less of
industrial waste because opera-
tions of factories have ceased dur-
ing the restriction order,” he said,
adding that even the areas with log
booms had reported less garbage.

On the flip side, Zaki said that in
some places, unscrupulous individ-
uals were taking the opportunity

Zaini: There is less grey water from
residential and commercial devel-
opment.

Dr Zaki: The effects of MCO vary
from river to river,

during the restriction period to dis-
charge waste into rivers.

He said a few cases of pollution
had been detected by water
authorities during the MCO - one
was the diesel pollution in Sungai
Selangor while another case
occurred in [ohor where black
effluent was found in Sungai Johor,
which resulted in Environment
Department suspending the licence
of a factory near the river.

“Selangor Maritime found signif-
icant amount of rubbish trapped
along several log booms along
Sungai Kelang in the Selangor side,
consisting of face masks, mini hand

itiser bottles and di bl
gloves in addition to plastic food
containers.

“This shows that while there
have been improvements in water

Sungai Kemunsing is looking quite
well after two weeks of MCO.

quality and river conditions in cer-
tain areas, other rivers remain
unchanged,” Zaki pointed out.

“It would appear the effects of
MCO vary from basin to basin and
river to river, depending on the
demography and distribution of
pollution sources,

“Some rivers may improve, some
may not, while some irresponsible
parties may even take advantage
of the situation,” he added.

When contacted, Environment
and Water Ministry secre-
tary-general Datuk Seri Zaini
Ujang agreed that rivers were
looking cleaner now, but said it
was only because there was less
human interference.

“There is less grey water from
both residential and commercial
development, and industrial waste
has also reduced. So [ am not sur-
prised the rivers look cleaner,” he
added.

Drainage and Irrigation
Department deputy director-gener-
al (specialist sector) Nishad
Mohamed Shaffy shared the same
sentiment, adding that there was
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The log boom of Sungai Gombak is
clear of rubbish which in normal
times will see the traps full,

no construction work currently
which contributed to the rivers
being murky.

“The rivers are experiencing less
movement, less land clearing,
fewer people eating out and less
washing, basically less human
interference.

“Wie hope it stays that way after
MCO ends,” said Nishad.

GEC director Faizal Parish
agreed that there was a significant
reduction in emissions from trans-
port and industrial activities as
well as improvements in river
water quality in the Klang Valley,
with less industrial and food
wastes ED‘EFI]‘IS waten'.‘uys.

However, he cautioned that the
current absence of pollution
might only be temporary if there
was no proper enforcement and
policy or environmental-friendly
incentives.

“We hope that after the Covid-19
pandemic is over, we will maintain
these steps to reduce our carbon
footpring,” he said.
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SELANGOR

Help needed to make face shields

Items to be donated to frontliners in Ipoh and other hospitals in Selangor

Covid-19

WITH the shortage of personal protective
equipment for medical frontliners, numer-
ous organisations and individuals have
stepped up to volunteer their time to make
the itemns.

One of the much-needed equipment is the
face shield.

In Selangor, a group of over 100 volun-
teers has made 1,000 face shields and donat-
ed them to Serdang Hospital.

The DIY face shield project was initiated
by Kinrara assemblyman Ng Sze Han with
the help of Kinrara and Balakong Action
units members.

The volunteers worked tirelessly to pro-
duce those 1,000 face shields within a day.

Ng is appealing to the public to donate
materials for face shields for frontline medi-
cal staff.

“With the increase of Covid-19 cases, medi-
cal personnel are facing a shortage of face
shields and masks. S0, we want to do our bit
to help,

“Aided by the two groups, we were able to
get more than 100 volunteers to lend a hand,
from Eurthaslng materials and making the
face shields to delivering them to the
hospital,” he said.

He explained that among the materials
needed were A4 plastic sheets, elastic bands,
sponges, double-sided tape, label stickers and
staples.

“These items are usually easy to get but
during the movement control order (MCO),
stationery shops are closed so that makes it
difficult to obtain.

“Hence we sourced the materials from
businesses that we know of but they were
only enough for the first batch of face
shields,” he added.

Ng, who is also the Selangor Local
Government, Public Transportation and New
Village Development state executive council-
lor, said they hope to make 15,000 face
shields for distribution to hospitals in
Selangor.

“We have received requests from other
hospitals, hence we hope people are able to
donate the materials to enable us to produce
more face shields.

“The 100-plus volunteers are able to make
2,000 face shields in a day,” he said.

Kinrara Action Unit head Yap Chee Ming,
who is also Serdang Hospital Board of
Visitors member, said the project proceeded
after getting the hospital’s green light and
volunteers followed a video guide from the
hospital to make the face shields.

“At first, we only managed to find a few
businesses to provide the materials, but after
word spread, we began receiving more
materials and volunteers,

“Since the Covid-19 outhreak, people have
been staying at home in compliance with the
MCO but they want to contribute,” added
Yap.

Head of Balakong Action Unit, Lee Khai
Ming said only a few people went out to get
the materials for all the other volunteers
who stayed home to make the shields.

“The volunteers who had to go out took
the necessary safety precauti They
distributed the materials to the three section
leaders who then passed them to the
volunteers, to minimise contact.”

He said the face shields were only for sin-

gle use, As more people learned of the pro-
ject, many came forth to volunteer and more
public hospitals requested for the equip-
ment. *We received overwhelming support
as many want to play a role for the country.

“If there are more requests from hospitals
for the face shields, we will continue to
help,” said Lee.

The volunteer teams are in need of PVC in
A4 size (210mm x 297mm thickness 0.2mm
rigid sheet), elastic tape (12-20mm width),
sponge (25mm thick), foam double-sided
tape of 20mm width, sticker label and A3
paper.For details, contact William Phang
(012-209 5959) or Nicole Ng (012-213 0012).

Meanwhile over in Ipoh, NGO Ipaoh City
Watch (ICW) also made about 1,000 face
shields and distributed them to medical
frontliners in the city.

ICW president Dr Richard Ng said he and
several others made the face shields over
three days and delivered them to the Kinta
Health Department and Raja Permaisuri
Bainun Hospital as a token of appreciation to
those fighting the pandemic daily.

Ng said members from ICW, Lions Club of
Perak and several Good Samaritans contrib-
uted cash and materials needed to make
the item.

“Some helped us to buy the materials and

Volunteers packing
the materials to be
distributed to
other volunteers in
Kinrara and
Balakong to make
face shields for
medical frontliners
at the Serdang
hospital.

27 .

cut the plastic sheets.

“I made a video clip and shared it with
those who wanted to contribute and help
make the shields.

“It is not easy sitting idle at home as many
people may become restless and their anxie-
ty level will surely increase,” he said.

He explained that he was inspired to make
the face shields after doing some research on
coronavirus and learned to make the protec-
tive equipment from a video on Youtube,

“There have been many cases of medical
frontliners getting infected with Covid-19.
They need protective gear, otherwise they
risk getting infected.

“The shield protects the wearer’s face from
spray of droplets, fluid and chemicals in a
medical facility or laboratory,” he said.

“We will make more face shields if the
need arises, provided that we get the finan-
cial support and materials,” he added.

Ng also hopes that more NGOs in Perak
can help to make the face shields, as the
number of new Covid-19 cases in the state
‘was increasing.

“The cases are rising at an average rate of
between 6% and 15%.

“Two districts in Perak, which are Kinta
and Hilir Perak, have already been declared
as red zone areas,” he added.



g by

o it

The Sun, Malaysia

ASR: MYR 7,827.28 « Item ID: MY0039304973

&isentia.mediaportal

Provided for client's internal research purposes only. May not be further copied, distributed, sold or published in
any form without the prior consent of the copyright owner.

TAKING A
at Jalan Masjid India in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN

Author: Rajvinder Singh ¢ Section: National « Audience : 297,582 « Page: 3
Printed Size: 305.00cm? « Region: KL « Market: Malaysia * Photo: Full Color

PEAABAT SETIALISAHA KERAJAAN NEGERT SELANGOR

KORPOR,
TIWGEAT 4, BARGUNAN SULTAN SALIHUDDIN ABOUL ATIZ SHA.

A0, SHAH ALAM, SELANGOR
4 N Tl 135564 MSS/TST/ 4SS M Fa : 835513 5560
DED ek setathinger st

Page 1 of 1

71-year-old man latest casualty of
Covid-19, bringing death toll to 63

[ BY RAJVINDER SINGH

newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Another person
has died from Covid-19, bringing
the death toll in the country to 63
while the number of infected
climbed by 170 to 3,963.

Health Director-General Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said the 71-
year-old man who died at the
Enche’Besar Hajjah Khalsom
Hospital in Klang had attended a
religious gathering in Sulawesi,
Indonesia.

He said the man from Perlis was
admitted on Sunday and died at
11pm on Monday.

Noor Hisham said 80 people
were discharged, bringing the total
number of people allowed to return
home to 1,321.

“There are 92 people being
treated in the Intensive Care Unit,
with 50 requiring ventilators to help
them breath,” he said yesterday.

Noor Hisham said 69 of the 170
new cases have no clear source of

infection and were unrelated to any
of the major clusters.

He said the number of cases
were small compared with the total
number of cases reported.

Some of the cases that
previously appeared to be sporadic
infections were later traced to
established clusters, but
investigators were unable to resolve
these 69 cases, he added.

The government has added two
more locations to the enhanced
movement control order list - the
Selangor Mansion and the Malayan
Mansion buildings in Jalan Masjid
India, Kuala Lumpur.

The other areas on the list are
Simpang Renggam (Kluang, Johor),
Hulu Langat (Selangor) and Menara
City One on Jalan Munshi Abdullah.

On Malaysian workers in
Singapore, Noor Hisham said the
government was discussing the
matter with the Singaporean
authorities to get employers to
allow their workers to stay on for 14
days.
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PERKHIDMATAN / PERNIAGAAN DIBENARKAN BEROPERASI

SETIAF HARI

ar
HTAH K
penuaran wabak COVID-19

VALAM PEROER -u A

DA MARASAR HATAN, LOATAN &
EPENLUAN BERRATTAS
06 PASI - 488 PETAND

CATATAM : Porkhidmatan dikecualikan daripada arahan waktu operasi
{beroperas] sepertl blasa) adalah Hospital Swasta, Klinik
Farmasi & perkhidmatan tunda kenderaan.
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